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TABLE 1: REGULATIONS FOR DIFFERENT COMPANY STRUCTUR ES 

 Public limited  
company 

Private limited  
company 

Branch Office 

Legal characteristics 

Is the owner liable for the 
company’s engagements? 

No No Yes 

Incorporation and registration 

Min. requirement to no. of 
founders 

1 1 N/A 

Min. requirement to no. of 
owners 1 1 N/A 

Registration requirements 
with the authorities Yes Yes Yes 

When must registration be 
completed? 

Within 6 months after 
foundation 

Within 8 weeks of 
foundation 

Before start-up 

Capital and dividends 

Min. capital requirements DKK 500,000 DKK 125,000 None 

Cost of buying a shelf 
company 

Approx. DKK 10,000 Approx. DKK 7,000 N/A 

Financial loss limit 50% 40% N/A 

Dividends must be paid Annually Annually N/A 

Interim dividends allowed Yes Yes N/A 

Management 

No. of members on the board Min. 3 Optional N/A 

No. of members on the 
management team 

Min. 1 Optional Min. 1 

Annual reports and audit 

Requirements for presenting 
the annual report Generally: Yes Generally: Yes No 

Requirements for audit of the 
annual report 

Depending on size Depending on size No 

Requirements of public 
access to the annual report Yes, if applicable Yes, if applicable Yes (from parent) 
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